
Simpson
University
for
Seniors

Interactive Lifelong 
Learning in a University Setting

SIMPSON UNIVERSITY is an active member 
of our north state community, providing an affordable 
and academically challenging learning environment 
framed in a Christian worldview. Shasta County’s active 
retirement community can now take advantage of 
exciting learning opportunities at our Redding campus 
through Simpson University for Seniors.

Our unique month-long courses are not-for-credit, 
open to the public, and meet three times a week for 
a total of 10 one-hour instructional sessions. Presented by 
current or retired university professors and professionals 
in their field of expertise, these courses are designed to 
enhance your joy of learning. They will be held in 
classroom settings on Simpson’s campus for an authentic 
university experience—only without required homework, 
tests or grades! insight to each course.

fall 2011 / spring 2012

HISTORY. LITERATURE.    
GEOGRAPHY. MUSIC & ART.
BIBLE. THEOLOGY. SCIENCE.
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT.
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september  9 / 12 / 14 / 16 / 19 / 21 / 23 / 26 / 28 / 30
Official Historic Places of Shasta County
Ever wonder where and what all the official historic places in Shasta County are?  
This exciting class will explain each and every one and make you want to get out there 
to visit them all. Presenter: Dottie Smith

The Four Hundred “Silent” Years  
Between the Old and New Testaments
This course surveys the prolific literary output of Judaism between 400 BC and 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, AD 70. The gradual finalizing of the 
Hebrew Canon of Scripture provides a basis for understanding the literary concepts of 
“Apocrypha,” “Pseudepigrapha,” and the “Dead Sea Scrolls.”  
Presenter: Dr. Leonard Wallmark 

october  3 / 5 / 12 / 14 / 17 / 19 / 21 / 24 / 26 / 28
The Western World: Regional Geography  
of Europe and the Americas
A highly visual overview of four major world realms: Europe, North America, Middle 
America, and South America. Each realm will be viewed through the lenses of physical 
geography, cultural geography, economic geography, and political geography.  
Presenter: Professor Don Claspill

The Essentials of Elder Law
This course teaches you how to avoid the top 10 estate-planning mistakes most people 
make. In addition, it will review what essential documents every good estate plan 
needs. Information on how to avoid probate, reduce or eliminate taxes (inheritance, 
long-term capital gains and property taxes) will be covered. Special emphasis will be 
provided on how to qualify for Medi-Cal and veterans benefits and how to protect your 
estate from liens. Presenter: Nancy Gottes, J.D.

november  2 / 4 / 7 / 9 / 11 / 14 / 16 / 18 / 21 / 28
From Sling Stones to Atomic Bombs
This course will provide a basic understanding of the development of modern weaponry 
from the beginning of history to current times. Discussions will cover advances in 
technology and tactics resulting in the progression of rudimentary hand-held weapons, 
the development of gunpowder, and the atomic age. Additionally, time will be spent 
discussing the reasons mankind has devoted so much time and treasure developing 
these destructive tools. Presenter: Maj. Kurt Walling

Jesus, the Master Storyteller
"Grandpa, tell us a story.” A grandchild's request reflects our humanity. It is our nature 
to visualize a narrative and Jesus was the master storyteller. Those stories are seen in His 
parables. Come and learn how and what Jesus told in his stories. Presenter:  Rev. Jim Voss

january  6 / 9 / 11 / 13 / 18 / 20 / 23 / 25 / 27 / 30
Writing for Children
Learning to write for children requires study, creativity, and practice—especially 
practice. We will read examples of effective writing, explore ways to generate and 
develop ideas, and write first drafts of stories and poems.  
Presenter: Dr. Peter Petersen

january  6 / 11 / 13 / 18 / 20 / 25 / 27
Personal Spiritual Formation
This class will focus on how we grow in our relationship with Jesus—discovering 
how He has uniquely wired us to connect with Him, exploring what He's been doing 
in our lives thus far and where He may be taking us, then helping us experience 
greater passion in our spiritual journey. Come join this creative, fun class and learn 
to enjoy the “overflow of the everflow” of God's redeeming love while nurturing 
others as well as our own heart-connection with God. (Note: this course is offered in 
a W/F format from 10:20–11:45 a.m.) Presenter: Dr. Myra Perrine (Coaches missionary 
leaders globally.)

february  3 / 6 / 8 / 10 / 13 / 15 / 17 / 22 / 24 / 27
Jane Austen: Wit, Wisdom, and World
An introduction and overview of noted English author Jane Austen through the study 
of three of her classic novels with particular focus on Pride and Prejudice. Featuring 
incisive social commentary seasoned with irony and wit, Austen's novels offer a 
variety of stories and characters that provide a window into living wisely and living 
well. Expect to read, discuss, and enjoy a great author. (To get the most out of the 
course, the presenter recommends that you bring to class the complete works of Jane 
Austen.) Presenter:  Dr. Brian Larsen

Catching Lightning in a Bottle: Christian Faith
and Practice in American History 
Ever since the Pilgrims arrived on the eastern seaboard, Christianity has been an 
instrumental element of the “American experience.” This course will examine the 

role Christianity and the revival tradition has played in shaping society and culture at key 
periods in America’s history. Presenter: Dr. John Ayabe

march  2 / 5 / 7 / 9 / 12 / 14 / 16 / 19 / 21 / 23
Jeremiah: The Man and His Message 
The prophet stood at the historic “crossroads” of the Old Testament to serve as God’s 
spokesman. We will seek to show him in his context—and to see how his “times” have 
striking parallels to our own. Presenter: Dr. Glenn Schaefer

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star! 
This course prepares you to tour the Milky Way, becoming familiar with the paths and 
patterns of the stars and planets. You will gain practical astronomical knowledge and 
learn observing techniques so you can share the starry skies with your friends and loved 
ones. Participate in an optional night-observing session to learn to use a telescope, 
binoculars, and the unaided eye. Presenter: Curt Dodds

april  2 / 4 / 11 / 13 / 16 / 18 / 20 / 23 / 25 / 27
Fire and Ice
An overview of the geography and physical geology of Northern California, with 
emphasis on the Sierra Nevada, Cascade, and Coastal Ranges—the forces that developed 
them and their impact on the human economy and spatial distribution over the Western 
landscape. (A repeat course.) Presenter: Prof. Don Claspill

Charles Dickens’s Characters: Life Becomes Art
Many of Dickens’s relatives, friends, and acquaintances walked right into his novels and 
became memorable characters—the good-hearted, the cruel, the sweet, the feckless, 
the heartbreakers, the victims of abuse. Who were the models for such characters as 
David Copperfield, Estella, Old Fezziwig, Little Nell, Pip, and Fagin? Bring your favorite 
Dickens novel and join the discussions! Presenter: Geriann Morgans

Classes will be held from 10:20—11:20 a.m. 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
in the Owen Student Services Center on the 
Simpson University campus. Space is limited, and 
students will be registered on a first-come, first-
served basis. Early registration is highly encouraged. 


