Requirements for Admission to Simpson University’s
January 2017 School of Nursing
I. General Information:
Earning a bachelor of science in nursing degree (BSN) from Simpson University will take four or
more years. Students are traditionally admitted into the University’s undeclared nursing program,
taking general education and nursing prerequisite courses during their first three semesters.
Students then apply for acceptance into the School of Nursing (SON) during the fall of their third
semester. Thirty (30) students are admitted into the SON each January and, once admitted, it takes at
least five semesters to complete the major. The nursing major prepares students for eligibility to take
the National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX‐RN) and to become
registered nurses. Graduates are also eligible for the CA Public Heath credential.
II. Admission into the University:
All students seeking admission the SON must first be admitted into Simpson University. Students
will be accepted into Simpson University based on established admissions criteria. Admission into
the University does not ensure admission into the SON. Each student seeking entrance to the SON
must complete the admission packet and apply specifically for the SON.
III. Admission into the SON:
A. Prerequisites for admission into the SON:
1. A cumulative GPA of 2.8, calculated from all classes attended at all institutions.
2. A GPA of at least 2.8 for all prerequisite courses completed at the time of application.
All prerequisite courses must be passed with a grade of “C” or better. The prerequisite
GPA will be calculated using the grades from the following 14 courses:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BIBL 1300 Literature of the Old Testament
BIBL 1310 Literature of the New Testament
BIOL 1310 Human Anatomy
BIOL 1320 Human Physiology
BIOL 2110 Nutrition
BIOL 2310 Microbiology
CHEM 1300 Introduction to Chemistry
COMM 1260 Oral Communication
CORE 2000 The Christian, University & World
ENGL 1210 College Writing I1

If ENGL 1210 is waived, based on SAT or ACT scores or a placement test, then only the grade for ENGL 1220 will be used
in calculating the pre‐requisites GPA.
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•
•
•
•

ENGL 1220 College Writing II
MATH 2610 Statistics2
PSYC 1600 Introduction to Psychology
PSYC 3016 Lifespan Development

Grades received for the fourteen prerequisite classes will be used to calculate a
prerequisite GPA and will be used, in part, to determine priority for conditional
admission to the SON. If any prerequisite classes have been repeated, the highest grade
received will be used to calculate the prerequisite GPA.
For all prerequisite in‐progress courses during the fall semester of application,
submission of a transcript showing classes that are in‐progress, as well as a copy of the
official transcript request for final transcripts, once grades have been posted, is
required. Official transcripts showing completion of in-progress courses must be
received by the Registrar’s office prior to beginning the SON.
B. The application process
1. Admission into the SON is competitive and completion of the prerequisite classes and the
application does not ensure acceptance into the program. While current Simpson students
are given priority points, each year slots may be filled by transfer students and readmitted
students.
2. Admission into the SON is conditional until all in progress prerequisite classes (those
taken during the semester of application) are completed with a grade of “C” or higher and
immunization requirements finalized. In-progress courses must be completed by the
end of the Simpson University fall semester of application.
3. Important dates:
a. All applications are to be submitted to the Admissions office by 5:00 p.m.
October 3, 2016.
b. Applicants will be informed of their admissions status by October 19, 2016.
c. Students must accept or decline their space in the nursing program by
October 31, 2016.
The prerequisite for this class is one of the following: Math SAT score of 530, Math ACT score of 23, appropriate score
on the Simpson University Algebra Placement Test, or completion of MATH 1520 Intermediate Algebra.
3
The ATI TEAS will be the only test version accepted for the spring 2017 cohort (scores from the TEAS V version will not
be considered). The ATI TEAS is scheduled to be available August 31, 2016.
Simpson University is an approved ATI TEAS testing site. To be considered for admission, students must achieve a
minimum adjusted individual total score of 78 on the ATI TEAS test.
Students who have taken this test more than (1) year before the last day to turn in the admission packet, must retake
the test. Students may retake this test, and the highest score will be used to calculate priority for conditional admission.
If a student attempts the ATI TEAS more than twice in the year before the application deadline, the highest score will be
used, but the number of additional attempts will impact the overall weighted percentage given to the ATI TEAS during
committee review.
ATI TEAS scores must be received electronically, directly from ATI (printouts of scores will not be accepted). Students
who take the test at a site other than Simpson University should have their scores sent electronically to Simpson
University. (Scores from tests taken at Simpson University are automatically sent.)
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4. SON admission packets are available through the Simpson University Admission’s office.
The completed admission packet must include all of the following:
a. Application form
b. Complete ATI TEAS, with a minimum adjusted total score of 78 3
c. Personal statement
d. Two recommendation forms
e. Official transcripts from all college course work at all institutions
(including
in progress coursework)
f. $50, non‐refundable application fee
5. A committee at Simpson University will review each application and consider all
elements of an application; personal statement, overall GPA from all classes at all
institutions, the prerequisite GPA, ATI TEAS score, recommendation forms, and priority
points.
6. During the review process, the following areas will be given consideration:
Component
• Personal Statement
• Overall GPA from all classes at all institutions
• Prerequisite GPA
• TEAS Score
• Recommendations Forms (2)
• Priority Points

Weighted
=%
15%
= 55%
= 15%
= 4%
= 11%

7. In the event that a student must withdraw from the SON, the vacated spot in the
program will be offered to the next most qualified student. Students who withdraw
from the program may reapply the following year.
8. The SON does not carry a waitlist. Students who are not accepted into the program are
encouraged to work closely with their academic advisor, and then reapply the following
year. Students who withdraw from the University should consult the University catalog
for reapplication/readmission instructions.
C. Transfer students
1. Transfer students will complete two applications: 1) application to Simpson University,
2) admission packet for SON. Students must first be admitted into the University
before applying to the SON. Admission to the University does not ensure admission into
the SON.
2. Students currently enrolled full time at Simpson University at the time of application to
the SON will be given priority points in the committee review process.
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3. Courses specific to Simpson University’s liberal arts curriculum will be required for
graduation. Students should be prepared to work closely with an academic advisor in
order to complete all general education and SON course requirements.
4. Students transferring from another nursing program who have satisfactorily completed
one or more semesters will be evaluated by the Director of Admissions and the Dean of
Nursing. Please work closely with the admissions staff to ensure all documentation is
properly received in a timely manner and guidelines within the transfer policy are
followed. In addition to the Simpson University application, the following documents
must be submitted:
a. Letter of intent requesting transfer
b. Official college transcripts of all college work completed
c. Official nursing course descriptions and course outlines for evaluation of
nursing content
d. Letter from previous Nursing Director stating status and reason for
leaving program
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