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Schedule for the 12th Annual Student Research Symposium 
“Journey” 

(Updated: 3-18-2022) 
 

2022 Symposium Film Screening Session 
Join us the night before the symposium as we consider the concept of “journey” in director Ang Lee’s award-
winning film, Life of Pi, held in the Union, Tuesday, March 22, at 8:00 PM. A discussion of the film by faculty, 
staff, and students will be led by Dr. Thomas Middlebrook during Session #6 of the symposium on Wednesday, 
March 23. 

8:30 – 10:00 • Registration ......................................................... Dining Hall 
Registration table located in the foyer of the dining hall.  

8:30 – 10:00 • Egg Drop Contest ............................. Dining Hall / Owens Balcony 
Tables in the cafeteria with supplies for building an egg drop container. 
 Egg-Drop Session Coordinator: Prof. Michael Austin.  

9:00 – 10:00 • Morning Faculty Discussion Panel .................. Student Union Stage 

Session #1 Discussion Panel: “The ‘Journey’ of a Simpson Professor” 
Four Simpson faculty members participate in a dialogue about life “journeys,” and how spiritual 
reflection, vocational calling, and intellectual curiosity led them into Christian higher education.  

v Prof. Molly Rupert, Assistant Professor of Communication 

v Dr. Rebecca Swartzman, Associate Professor of Nursing 

v Dr. Brian Larsen, Professor of English 

v Dr. Michael Figueroa, Assistant Professor of Biology 

10:20 – 11:20 • Opening Plenary Session ....................... Grant Center Main Stage 
SRS’22 Plenary Address: “The Impulse to Pilgrimage: Finding the Journey Home” 
Dr. Belden Lane, Professor Emeritus, Theological Studies, Saint Louis University  

11:30 – 12:45 • Student Presentations ............................... Student Union Stage 

Session #2 Discussion Panel: “Political Journeys in Education and Society” 
Session Moderator: Dr. Timothy Orr 

v Hope Dodgen 
Senior, Political Science 
“State Slave Laws & The Education System” 

v Logan Gomes 
Senior, History 
“The People’s Propaganda: Constructing Popular Support in Nazi Germany” 

v Caleb Gonzalez-Melendez 
Senior, History 
“The Bloodiest Conflict in God's Backyard” 
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12:45 – 1:30 • Lunch Break 
 

1:30 – 2:30 • Student Presentations .................................. Student Union Stage 

SRS Session #3 Discussion Panel: “Bridging Cross-Cultural Journeys” 
Session Moderator: Dr. Patrick Blewett 

v Jacob Oberg 
Senior, Cross-Cultural Studies 
“Action Research in TESOL: From the Philippines to Simpson to Morocco” 

v Johnathan Tainter 
Senior, Political Science 
“How American Politics Influenced Film” 

v Jessica Wolske 
Graduate Student, Divinity 
“A Study in Purity as it Relates to Holiness with Implications for Cross-Cultural Ministry” 
 

2:30 – 2:45 • Afternoon Break  ........................................ Student Union Stage 
Refreshments in the Student Union.  
 

2:45 – 3:45 • Student Presentations  ................................. Student Union Stage 

SRS Session #4 Discussion Panel: “Construction and Creativity as Journey” 
Session Moderator: Prof. Molly Rupert 

v Eric Norris 
Senior, Communication 
“Dog Abuse in America” 

v Irene Batalla 
Junior, Communication – Digital Media 

v Cassidy Barry 
Senior, Communication – Digital Media 
“Anxiety” 

v Haylee Ward 
Junior, Communication – Organizational Communication & Public Relations 

v Gustavo Ventura 
Senior, Communication – Digital Media 
“The Journey of Podcasting: Tavito Stories” 
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4:00 – 5:15 • Student Presentations .................................. Student Union Stage 

SRS Session #5 Individual Presentations: “The Journey of Business: Technological 
Change” 

Session Moderator: Dr. Daniel Sloan 

v Louis Down and Philip Videsott  
Seniors, Business Administration 
“How Cryptocurrency Can Change Our World”  

v Ashley Horan 
Sophomore, Business Administration  
“A Student Journey Through Technological, Social, and Psychological Change”  

v Conrado Lopez, Elijah Blake, and Bryan Swaggerty 
Seniors, Business Administration 
“Fresh Water: Success within COVID-19” 

v Weston VandenHazel  
Senior, Business Administration 
“How Technology Has Changed Business” 
 

5:30 – 6:30 • Banquet (by invitation only) .................... Collord-Humphries Room 
Buffet dinner for student presenters, their guests, faculty mentors, and administration. 
 

6:30 – 7:30 • Simpson Community Discussion Panel ............... Student Union Stage 

SRS Session #6 Film Review Panel Discussion: “Journey” in Ang Lee’s Life of Pi 
Dr. Thomas Middlebrook is joined by a panel of faculty and staff as they unpack the story told by Ang 
Lee in his award-winning film Life of Pi. NOTE: A screening will be available to the Simpson Community 
on Tuesday evening, March 22 at 8:00 PM in the Union.   

v Ms. Deborah Gurley 
Simulation Technician, School of Nursing 

v Ms. Haylee Ward 
Junior, Communication – Organizational Communication & Public Relations 

v Mr. Christian Valdez 
Junior, Communication 

v Prof. Miroslaw Woznica 
Assistant Professor of Communication 
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STUDENT ABSTRACTS 

SESSION #2 “Political Journeys in Education and Society” 
Session Moderator: Dr. Timothy Orr 

11:30 – 12:45 .............................................................. Student Union Stage 
 

Title: “State Slave Laws & The Education System” 
Presenter(s): Hope Dodgen 
Faculty Mentor: Timothy Orr 
 

Abstract: Despite the consistent emphasis in the education system of the sole importance of 
United States Federal legislation in keeping slavery afloat, the pro-slavery legislation applied at 
the state and local levels contributed significantly to the continuance of slavery, even after the 
ratification of the 13th Amendment as seen with black codes. These early colonial slave laws 
directly influenced the founding fathers to include the three slavery-related clauses into the 
Constitution. Slavery was also upheld at the state level through black codes, unequal voting 
rights, and gerrymandering. This all goes to show that the numerous state slave laws were 
essential to slavery's preservation, yet they are not being brought up in the education system. The 
question that is prevalent throughout this research is when mentioning slavery why the federal 
government and its legislation is only given the majority of the spotlight, when in reality the state 
legislation played a major role in slavery's conservation.  

 
Title: “The People’s Propaganda: Constructing Popular Support in Nazi Germany” 
Presenter(s): Logan Gomes 
Faculty Mentor: Timothy Orr 
 

Abstract: Germany during the early twentieth century is best known for the rise of Adolf Hitler 
and the Nazi Party.  When looking back on the influences that Hitler was able to obtain during his 
early years in politics and how these influences ultimately shaped new formed ideologies that are 
built deep within German culture, we must look at the strategies that were being used to gain his 
power.  The recognition of the effectiveness of American propaganda in World War One by 
Germany gave birth to a change in the culture of German citizens as Nazi ideologies began to 
indoctrinate the citizens, using American methods, on Nazism by deliberately creating 
connections between Communism, and ultimately, the Jewish race.  The Jewish race has been 
seen as a ""scape goat"", being targeted throughout history, as they were a religious group that 
was an easy target for any type of discrimination through Europe.  This discrimination was 
exploited in Germany during World War II as well as being integrated into German culture.  

 
Title: “The Bloodiest Conflict in God's Backyard” 
Presenter(s): Caleb Gonzalez-Melendez 
Faculty Mentor: Timothy Orr 
 

Abstract: This paper will be discussing the history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and will dive 
deeper into looking at how each side has contributed to the escalation of the conflict and see 
where change must happen in order to be plausible.  
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SESSION #3 Discussion Panel: “Bridging Cross-Cultural Journeys” 
Session Moderator: Dr. Patrick Blewett 

1:30 – 2:30  ................................................................ Student Union Stage 
 
Title: “Action Research in TESOL: From the Philippines to Simpson to Morocco” 
Presenter(s): Jacob Oberg 
Faculty Mentor: Michele Anberg-Espinosa 
 

Abstract: Action research is a process for improving educational practice. Its methods involve 
action, evaluation, and reflection. It is a process to gather evidence to implement change in 
practices. This presentation is about an Action Research project that took place in the summer of 
2021, in which the presenter traveled to Morocco and did his Teaching English as a Second 
Language (TESOL) teaching practicum. The presenter will discuss his experience in Morocco as 
he shares the Action Research steps he followed: reflect, plan, act, observe. 

 
 
Title: “How American Politics Influenced Film” 
Presenter(s): Johnathan Tainter 
Faculty Mentor: Timothy Orr 
 

Abstract: This paper is about how politics in America has influenced film and how people are 
getting their views from movies instead of actually looking into the issue. This paper looks at 
islamophobia and how it's been on the rise because of how people are viewing Muslims in our 
society. The paper will take a look into the history of how film has had an influence on politics 
and also how people's minds can be influenced by what they are seeing on the screen. The paper 
itself brings out the issue with how Muslims are being shown in the movies. There was an 
interview done with a man named Thomas Green who is a local filmmaker, and he gave his views 
on politics and film. In the interview with Thomas Green he makes a really good point about how 
the film industry is impacting people. Green made good statements about the divide in the 
country and how no matter what is done people will always disagree with each other. He brings 
out that there might be the right in the middle. Having this interview shows how the film industry 
is impacting those who are in the industry. Overall doing this report one can see that it is very 
important to work at not getting your opinion into the movie instead trying your best as a 
producer or film maker to make as factually as possible even if it is a fictional narrative.  

 
 
Title: “A Study in Purity as it Relates to Holiness with Implications for Cross-Cultural Ministry” 
Presenter(s): Jessica Wolske 
Faculty Mentor: Thomas Middlebrook 
 

Abstract: American Christians generally respond in two ways to the ritual purity laws in the 
Pentateuch. First, they misunderstand them or, worse, dismiss them as irrelevant for modern life. 
In my ministry to Muslim women in Europe and the Middle East, I have found that ritual purity is 
a significant felt need of theirs and a barrier to experiencing God's salvation. This is a need that is 
addressed by the Bible.  In order to understand how needs for ritual purity are met in the New 
Covenant, we must understand the purity laws. I have looked at Leviticus 12-15 and found that 
these laws were intended to benefit women, out of God's tender care for every part of us, our 
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bodies as well as our souls. I present how Christian churches in the Middle East attempt to 
address the felt need for purity and to provide support for significant life events in the life of 
mothers. The Gospel has resources for these social, spiritual and missional realities.  In 
conclusion, I identify Christ healing ritual impurity, and his priestly role in fulfilling our need for 
purification. This comes from an informed reading of Mark 5 and Hebrews.  
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SESSION #4 Discussion Panel: “Construction and Creativity as Journey” 
Session Moderator: Prof. Molly Rupert 

2:45 – 3:45  ................................................................ Student Union Stage 
 
Title: “Dog Abuse in America” 
Presenter(s): Eric Norris 
Faculty Mentor: Molly Rupert 
 

Abstract: The journey to research how animal abuse takes place was very interesting. People 
tend to take their anger out on animals because animals cannot talk or fight back. Another 
connection is how some serial killers started killing dogs and smaller animals when they were 
young before moving on to human victims. I would love to speak about this in the symposium. 

 
 
Title: “The Journey of Podcasting: Tavito Stories” 
Presenter(s): Gustavo Ventura 
Faculty Mentor: Molly Rupert 
 

Abstract: Communication is essential in the lives of all people. In our globalization era, it is also 
fundamental when adventuring in opportunities for business and life. Digital media is one of the 
many ways that utilizes communication in connecting people’s passion and interest through 
digital devices. The Digital Media path of podcasting reveals the practicality of devices playing a 
role our day-to-day devices in our life. The journey of podcasting ideas turned into the final 
published message consist of; the process of design, the actual recording, creating the ultimate 
story, and releasing the product. All these steps can be learned from other podcasters as well as in 
classroom and applied through available mass media. We explore the process of creating a 
podcast through my podcast episode from “Tavito Stories.” 
 

 
Title:  
Presenter(s): Irene Batalla 
Faculty Mentor: Molly Rupert 
 
Title: “Anxiety” 
Presenter(s): Cassidy Barry 
Faculty Mentor: Molly Rupert 
 
Title:  
Presenter(s): Haylee Ward 
Faculty Mentor: Molly Rupert 
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SESSION #5: “The Journey of Business: Technological Change” 
Session Moderator: Dr. Daniel Sloan 

4:00 – 5:15  ................................................................ Student Union Stage 
 
Title: “How Cryptocurrency Can Change Our World” 
Presenter(s): Philip Videcott 
Faculty Mentor: Dan Sloan 
 

Abstract: In 2009, with the first cryptocurrency, no expectation existed of how it would change 
the world. Many people claim that cryptocurrency would bring high risks. However, this research 
reveals that fear of risk is definitely not as it seems. Bitcoin is an example, which has gained 
popularity in the last few years and recently demonstrates increased crowdfunding. 
Cryptocurrency will make the world a better place as it continues to positively impact 
crowdfunding. Initial coin offerings (ICOs) are centered around cryptocurrency which is used as 
the source of capital for a startup cryptocurrency company’s venture. Transferring money has 
been a historic necessity, and even though what is done today is fast and secure, there are 
substantial improvements coming with cryptocurrencies, like Bitcoin. The transfer of value using 
cryptocurrency doesn’t require all of the same check and balance processes that banks do before 
funds can be deposited and withdrawn. Whether a national or international transfer, 
cryptocurrency transfers are instant, don’t require any fees, and can be tracked and securely 
stored in the blockchain. This research will explore the journey of money and its impact on 
humanity. 

 
Title: “A Student Journey Through Technological, Social, and Psychological Change” 
Presenter(s): Ashley Horan 
Faculty Mentor: Dan Sloan 
 

Abstract: Immutable educational evolution develops through technology, sociology, and 
psychological change. Students improve and develop varying different opinions. Technology 
changes to reflect the needs of society causing certain constructs and ideals to become more 
socially accepted, while others fade away. This study will take a journey through the research and 
delve deeper into how students adapt, adopt, and assimilate various constructs. The COVID 
pandemic, technological change, and personal student struggles reveal the paths that lead society 
to where it is today. The evolving images along the journey paint a masterpiece, stark reality, and 
despair. This research will investigate and reveal a glimpse into the collision and assimilation. 

 
 
Title: “Fresh Water: Success within COVID-19” 
Presenter(s): Conrado Lopez, Elijah Blake, and Brian Swaggerty 
Faculty Mentor: Daniel Sloan 
 

Abstract: As COVID-19 continues to disrupt the flow of the economic system, the capitalistic 
version of Darwinism becomes more and more evident. The term coined by Charles Darwin, 
“survival of the fittest” is becoming apparent in the outside dining industry of New York City. As 
financial situations grow weary in the affected area, business owners have adapted accordingly 
through means of an evolution akin to natural selection. This has most notably taken effect 
through the outdoor dining scene that has made a splash in the streets of New York City as a 
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result of COVID-19. Restaurants have been forced to move the dining experience outside to 
comply with New York City COVID-19 laws and regulations. Rules set in place require all 
entrants to show their vaccination cards. This change has prompted restaurant owners to dive 
deeper into the minds of its customers in this new type of post COVID society. The ingenuity of 
the restaurant owners has made it possible to maximize the venue's space, and the pavement of 
New York City has been immaculate, to say the least. These owners have utilized their interior 
space to maximize their production rate and quality of their product. They then construct an 
elaborate, sophisticated, design for the outside dining layout. Owners maximize space while 
creating a presentable atmosphere. Companies that have taken a passive approach manage to keep 
their doors open, but at the cost of dipping into the savings to stay afloat. These restaurants that 
continue to take the inside limit seating approach are only generating 60% of their standard 
quarterly revenue prior to the pandemic. Sadly, staple Mom and Pop restaurants with history in 
New York City have closed their doors indefinitely, as opposed to restaurant owners, who have 
put their financial savings at risk in order to undertake this opportunity. Via Carota an Italian 
trattoria serving traditional plates and aperitif in a rustic, cozy space has invested $10,000 in their 
outside dining platform. This has led to a 35% spike in revenue for Via Carota and companies 
that not only survive but thrive in the wake of COVID-19. Though the COVID-19 pandemic has 
shattered many livelihoods not only in New York City, but all over the world, society has 
managed to overcome many obstacles put in it’s way. Politicians in major world powers continue 
to play this game of tug-of-war in the COVID-19 environment we know today. 
  

 
Title: “How Technology Has Changed Business” 
Presenter(s): Weston VandenHazel 
Faculty Mentor: Dan Sloan 
 

Abstract: Business and commerce have been around since the beginning of time. When people 
trade goods with each other, there are business transactions that improve living standards. People 
have been buying and selling since before biblical times. The dynamic of buying and selling is 
something that will never go away. It’s what the world revolves around. Technology is something 
that has drastically changed business and something that will never stop changing business. Risk-
taking people, entrepreneurs, who create the next big thing usually receive credit for financial 
success, "making it big." It’s the ultimate risk-reward. Most entrepreneurs are going to fail, but 
how does anyone know that they wouldn't be the next Amazon or Apple corporation if they never 
bother to try? This research proposes that technology has not only changed what consumers buy 
but it’s changed how people make payments. What a business interaction looks like now has 
drastically changed over the past few decades. Even the fact that societies actually use paper 
currency to make purchases was only because of technological innovation. Traditional in-store 
business transactions enable consumers to find what they want and then pay in cash. There are 
plenty of milestones in the journey that have changed the way business is forever transacted. The 
printing press, debit and credit cards, the internet, apple pay, online shopping are just a few. 
Business innovation and reinvention is timeless throughout history. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


